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Archacologists working in Mycenae, seat of the mythical King
Agamemnon, have distovered what they believe to be the site's
ondy known roval throne
The international team, led by president of the Mycenaean
oundation. Prof. Christofilis Maggidis ot Dickinson College,
F dat rof. Ch filis Magzgidis of Dicl 1 Colles

USA, made the find in June 2014, Erik DeMarche and Dan Fallu

were taking palaec-hvdrological measurements from the now-dry

riverbed of the Chavos River within the cityv's "Lower Town when
they discovered a S0kg polished stone block. Measuning 23¢m
high, 50cm deep, and 30-35cm wide, its identification as a roval
throne has been the result of a full vear of intensive scientific
study. With the resaits due to be announced
to the world's press this fune, CWA was

given a special préview

Among the main findings was an analysis

of impact marks on the stone, which confirm
that it tell from a great height before rolling into
the river Chaves. Since 1t was found directlv below
Myvrenae's roval palace, which had partially collapsed
a5 & resuit of a massive earthquake around 1200 BC,

it 15 highlv teasible that the block originated from the
patace. The morphology of the block is also consistent
with known contéemporary Minoan and Mycenaean throne

“Throne of Agamemnon’ found

seats. For example, the depth of its seat depression (3cm), drid the
wav in which it slightly deepens towards its rea ledge, are almaost
identical to the Knossos Throne. The stone’s composition s also
significant, for it possesses the same combination ol iimestone
conglomerate and green marble/serpentine as the decorated
stone tagades of contemporary (mid-13th century BC) roval
thalos tombs at Mycenae, and the fagade of the contemporary
Lion Gate at Mycenae. Interestingly, three more fragments,
hewn in green serpentine and decorated with a spiral reliet,
tound elsewhere in the city, are thought to have tormed reart
of the base or the decoration ol the throne, comparable to the
surviving throne base at Tirvns
faken together, this intensive, multifaceted examination
strongly indicates that the hetty block is a roval seat, or
throne. “Its scientitic importance is huge, given that this
is the only Mycenaean throne vet found on the site or
indeed anvwhere on mainland Greece. s symbolic
role as the “throne of Agamemnon”™. the last
legendary king of Mycenae, is also undeniably
immense,’ Mageidis told CWAa
tor more details, please see hitp://mycenaean
foundation.com ot http://mycenae excavations, ory
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